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GATHERING 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

PRELUDE   

Like the Golden Sun Ascending                                                Paul Manz  
 

Stand 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter, and our 

joy. Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 

us.  

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 

deep and water became the essence of life.  

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.  

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.  

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. 

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. Look, 

here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit.  

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 

reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people.  

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen 

Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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HYMN ELW#367                                         Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 



4 
 

GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. For the peace from above, and 

for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. For the peace of the 

whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. For this holy house, and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. Help, save, 

comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast 

Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 

God. R 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. R 

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing, 

honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. R 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. R 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish 

our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness 

of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Sit 

WORD 

FIRST READING 

Acts 8:26-40                                                       Pew Bible Page 892 

After the reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources
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PSALM 22:25-31 
The refrain is sung by ALL at the beginning and where indicated (R). 

Fine print verses sung by cantor; bold print sung by ALL.    

 

R  
 

 

    

 

     25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

    26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live 

       forever! 

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations. R 

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore  

        the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

       saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” R 
  

SECOND READING 

1 John 4:7-21                                                                      Pew Bible Page 991 

After the reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Before the reading: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.                     

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL READING  

John 15:1-8                                                             Pew Bible Page 878 

After the reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

SERMON 
Silence for meditation 
 

Stand 
 

HYMN ELW#449                                     We Know That Christ Is Raised (see page 12) 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of  

   the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  

   was buried.  

   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he  

   ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his  

         kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the  

       Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy  

 catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the   

 forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of  

 the world to come.  

Amen. 
  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                                                       

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen, and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news.                            

Silence is kept for reflection. Please kneel as you are able. 
 

We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of 

the gospel. Keep all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our 

hearts with your word and help us to abide in you always. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 
 

For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: for rivers and lakes, 

streams and estuaries, melting glaciers and polluted waters (local bodies of water 

may be named). Renew the face of the earth and shower us with your goodness. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, for 

elected representatives at every level, and for international organizations, that 

justice and peace may reign. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for 

those fleeing from oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffering 

(especially). God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith community, for all who 

visit and minister to one another, for all who take communion to homes or care 

centers, and for all who seek to share your love with the world. God of grace, hear 

our prayer. 
 

With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like them, to 

bear much fruit and to become your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that 

heavenly banquet where all will feast together at your table. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 
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Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say “peace be with 

you” or similar words. 
 

Sit 

MEAL 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

I Am the Vine ~ Allen Pote 
 

I am the vine, and you are the branches,  

Abide in me and I will abide in you. 

Then you will bear much fruit for without me you can do nothing, 

Abide in me and I will abide in you. 
 

As the Father has loved me, so I love you. Go then and love one another. 

Keep this commandment, for no greater love have you, 

Than to lay down your life for your friends. 
 

I am the vine and you are the branches, Abide in me and I will abide in you. 

Love one another as I have loved you. 
 

I am the vine, You are the branches. Go then and bear much fruit, 

Go abide in my love. 

 Stand  

OFFERTORY                                                Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread 

of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer 

now. Grace our table with your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast to 

come. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be 

signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus 

Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
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 GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                                                                    

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the                                                     

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.                                                  

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 

God’s table. Thanks be to God!  

 

Sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.                                      

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.                                    

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood.  

*Beginning from the front pews, you are invited to come forward using the center aisle. Return 

to your seat using the side aisle.                   

*As you turn onto the side aisle, please leave your cup in the silver tray. 

*Let the pastor or communion assistant know you would prefer grape juice and/or gluten free 

bread. 

*Please let the ushers know if you would like communion brought to you in the pew. 

*If you prefer, you may use an individual cup-set in your pew, opening the bread section first, 

then the juice! 

*Children who do not yet commune may come forward to receive a blessing. 
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW#492     Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup (see page 13) 

Stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE LBW#149                     This Joyful Eastertide 

This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow! 

My love, the Crucified, has sprung to life this morrow. 

Had Christ, who once was slain, not burst his three-day prison, 

our faith had been in vain.  

But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; but now has Christ arisen! 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                                                            

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 

love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 

abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                          

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 

hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
  

HYMN ELW#377                                                 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen (see page 14)                                                                                                                                        
All turn to face the processional cross during the hymn. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE 

March in E Flat                                                                        George F. Handel 
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Offering: Thank you for continuing to give of your finances to 

support Christ Lutheran Church and our community ministries. 

Giving options are: 

1) QR Code (secure.myvanco.com), takes you to the General Fund to 

donate. This option is helpful to create automatic recurring 

donations. 

2) You can put your check in the US postal service to the church address. 

3) Share your offering when the plate is passed during the service.  
 

www.christlutheranroanoke.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Serving Today: 

Preacher: David Skole Pastor, Presider: Pastor Cindy Keyser, Acolytes: Micah Keyser-

Rothgery, Levi Keyser-Rothgery, Greeter: Carol McCarthy, Ushers: Cheri & George Keller, 

Communion Assist: Jean Weber, Cheri Keller, Reader: Jean Weber, Flower Delivery: Alice 

Spoerl, Communique: Thursday 9am May 25, Sue Berry, Wanda & Greg Hoge, Buck 

Buchanan 

Offering: If you have brought a monetary offering, please place it in the plate as it is passed. 

You may also give securely on our homepage: www.christlutheranroanoke.org. Thank you for 

supporting the work of Christ Lutheran Church and our ministry partners! 

Children’s Bulletins: Activity bulletins based on today’s readings are found as you enter the 

Narthex when picking up service bulletin and communion, emails sent out each week and at:  

faithatchrist.com/faithhome 

Devotionals: for the 2nd Quarter 2024, April, May, June, are available in the Narthex. 

The Altar Flowers: Given to Sue & Tim Vail on their 51st Anniversary. Please sign up on the 

Flower Chart located outside Pastor Dave’s office or phone, email Fiona in the church office. 

All Altar Flowers given in donations ($65.00) from the members and guests of Christ Lutheran 

Church. 

STAFF OF CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Ministers                                                             All the People of Christ Church 

Senior Pastor                                              The Rev. K. David Skole 

Pastor                                      The Rev. Cynthia Keyser 

Church Office Administrator                                                       Fiona Schulz 

Organist/Director of Music                                                            Nancy Delaney 

New Song Music Minister                                                                 Kim Mucha 

Director, Noah’s Landing Preschool                                                Diana Pilat 

http://www.christlutheranroanoke.org/
http://www.christlutheranroanoke.org/
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Worship Kits: These are age-appropriate activity kits for use during the service that are 

available next to the main doors in the Narthex. Tan colored kits are for pre-school children and 

the brown kits are for early elementary. 
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Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2022 & Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) © 2008 

Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23932. 

Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education by the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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