Christ Lutheran Church

Casual Worship ~ December 22, 2024 ~ 9:00am.
Worshipping inside in the Fellowship Hall

WELCOME

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving
soon. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.
God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.

We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth:

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and

mercy.

By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through + Christ Jesus,

whose day draws near.
Amen.




GATHERING SONG: Love Has Come ELW #292
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Love has come— a  light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
Love 1is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
Love has come and nev- er will leave wus! Love is life ev-er -
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Beth-le- hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Born un-to

what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love is the

Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love!  Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

READING: Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.

3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought
forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.

4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the
name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the
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ends of the earth; *®and he shall be the one of peace.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

GOSPEL READING: Luke 1:39-55
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

%9 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill

country, “*where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 4 When

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled

with the Holy Spirit *? and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the fruit of your womb. ¢ And why has this happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord comes to me? #* For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the
child in my womb leaped for joy. *° And blessed is she who believed that there would be

a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

[ “¢ And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, * and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, 8 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from
now on all generations will call me blessed; *° for the Mighty One has done great
things for me, and holy is his name.

%0 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
®1 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of
their hearts.

52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; > he
has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
% He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, * according to the
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”]
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
SONG OF THE DAY : Your Name, (Christmas Version) (see page 7)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long
for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with those
of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of your
incarnation and enable us to pursue your justice in the world. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a renewed
sense of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful stewards of what
you have made. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

3




God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and fills the
hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities a desire to care
for all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more daylight,
remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the lonely and bereaved.
Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council and staff
in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the community. Lord,
In your mercy, receive our prayer.

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In gratitude for
those who have died (especially), we praise you for your faithfulness throughout history.
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the
name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Greet those sitting next to you with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for
creating a world of order and beauty.

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your
justice and mercy.

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the
suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again in
righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your
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Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
holy Church, both now and forever. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. Thanks be to God!

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood.
* In person you may come towards the pastors to receive the bread first, then wine.
* If youre online you may use any bread or cracker, wine, or juice.
*If others are with you, you may take turns sharing the bread and wine. Eat or give the bread,
saying: “The body of Christ given for you.”” Drink or give the wine, saying: “The blood of Christ
shed for you.”
*You may trace the sign of the cross on the forehead of children who do not yet commune and
speak these or similar words to them: “The Lord bless you and keep you today and always.”

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you
for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with
mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the
hungry in your name. Amen.

BENEDICTION
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the

journey, F bless and keep you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING SONG: Joy to the World ELW #267 (see page 8)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. Thanks be to God.




Offering' Thank you for continuing to give of your
‘ finances to support Christ Lutheran Church and our

- community ministries.
‘\ Consider using one of these options for consistent giving:

1) QR Code (secure.myvanco.com), takes you to the General Fund to

donate. This option is helpful to create automatic recurring donations.
2) You can put your check in the US postal service to the church address.
3) Place offering in the basket as you enter for worship.

www.christlutheranroanoke.org

Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Worship

7:00pm

Festival Music, Children’s Message,
Holy Communion, Candlelight

Serving Today

Greeters: Julie & Bruce Swanson, Fiona Schulz, Reader: Julie Swanson,

Technical Support: Josh Skole, Sean Rider, Musicians: Kim Mucha, Warren Burger,
Angie Covington, Michael Edwards, Gerry Oefelein, Bill Pearman, Tom Schulz,

Sue Huntington, Josh Skole.

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission,
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23932. Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division
of Christian Education by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



http://www.christlutheranroanoke.org/

Your Name (Christmas Version)

Words and Music by
Paul Baloche and Glenn Packiam
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bly to the earth You came,

sus, in Your Name we pray
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in - to this world to save. God with us, Em - man - u-el;

come and fill our hearts to - day; Lord, give us strength to live for You

CHORUS 1a
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we a-dore Your Name. Your Name is a strong and might - y tow - er; Your Name

glo-r1i - fy  Your Name.

shel - ter like no oth - er; Your Name, let the

[TURNAROUND 1|
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na - tions sing it loud - er, for noth - ing has the pow - er to save but Your Name.

CCLI Song # T005511
© 2006 Integrity Worship Music | Integrity's Hosanna! Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 3124891




Joy to the World
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to the world, the Lord is come!
to the earth, the Sav - ior  reigns!
more let  sin and sor - row grow
rules the world with truth and grace
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ceive her king; let ev - heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - of his  righ - teous -

2 . = -

—
and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’'nand na - ture
re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is

and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and  heav'n and na - fture sing.
Joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872




