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GATHERING 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

PRELUDE 

Prepare the Royal Highway                               Michael Costello                       
 

Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, 

arriving soon.  

Amen. 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 

We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

God of might, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have turned away from our neighbors. 

We have trusted false promises. 
 

God in our midst, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We plead: come to us. 

Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
 

A righteous branch springs forth: 

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

whose day draws near. 

Amen. 
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  HYMN ELW #264                                 Prepare the Royal Highway  

 

 

GREETING                                                                                                             

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE                                                                                                                       

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. For the peace from above, and 

for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. For the peace of the 

whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. For this holy house, and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. Help, save, 

comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                                

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 

always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                                ELW #257 

 

 

 

                                             
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                                                                                 

Micah 5:2-5a                                                                                Pew Bible Page 756 

After the reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Luke 1:46b-55 
The refrain is sung by ALL at the beginning and where indicated (R). 

Fine print verses sung by cantor; bold print sung by ALL. 
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R 
 

 

 

 

 

     46b My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 

 47 my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 

 48 for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 

 49 you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

  and holy | is your name. 

 50 You have mercy on | those who fear you, 

  from generation to | generation. R 

 51 You have shown strength | with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 

 52 casting down the mighty | from their thrones 

  and lifting | up the lowly. 

 53 You have filled the hungry | with good things 

  and sent the rich | away empty. 

 54 You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 

 55 the promise made | to our forebears, 

  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R 
  

SECOND READING 

Hebrews 10:5-10                                                                          Pew Bible Page 976 

After the reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                      
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Before the reading: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter.                     

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL READING  

Luke 1:39-55                                                                                 Pew Bible Page 831 

After the reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

SERMON                                    
Silence for meditation                             
 

Stand 
 

HYMN ELW #265                        The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (see page 12) 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                                                       

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places 

that long for God’s presence. 
Silence is kept for reflection. Please kneel as you are able. 
 

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with 

those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of 

your incarnation and enable us to pursue your justice in the world. Lord, in your 

mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a 

renewed sense of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful 

stewards of what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
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God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and 

fills the hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities a 

desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy,  

receive our prayer. 
 

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more 

daylight, remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the 

lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council and 

staff in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the 

community. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In 

gratitude for those who have died (especially), we praise you for your faithfulness 

throughout history. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in 

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say “peace be with 

you” or similar words. 
 

Sit 

MEAL 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING 

Choir Anthem 

Magnificat                                                                     Ruth Elaine Schram 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 

And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

Mighty and holy, he has exalted the lowly, 

Filled the hungry and scattered the proud. 

He has remembered his servant. 
Stand 
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OFFERTORY                                                     “Let All Mortal Flesh” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near 

to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this 

food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,                                                                    

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the                                                     

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.                                                  

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. Thanks be to God!  
 

Sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.                                      

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.                                    

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood.  

*Beginning from the front pews, you are invited to come forward using the center aisle. Return 

to your seat using the side aisle.                   

*As you turn onto the side aisle, please leave your cup in the silver tray. 

*Let the pastor or communion assistant know you would prefer grape juice and/or gluten free 

bread. 

*Please let the ushers know if you would like communion brought to you in the pew. 

*If you prefer, you may use an individual cup-set in your pew, opening the bread section first, 

then the juice! 

*Children who do not yet commune may come forward to receive a blessing. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

ELW #272                                              Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (see page 13) 
 

Stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                                                          ELW#313 

“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                                                            

Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank 

you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us 

with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we 

feed the hungry in your name. Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                               

God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope 

for the journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN ELW #248                                                      People, Look East (see page 14)                        

All turn to face the processional cross during the hymn. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE 

The Angel Gabriel                                                               Jacob Weber  
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Offering: Thank you for continuing to give of your finances to 

support Christ Lutheran Church and our community ministries. 

Giving options are: 

1) QR Code (secure.myvanco.com), takes you to the General Fund to 

donate. This option is helpful to create automatic recurring 

donations. 

2) You can put your check in the US postal service to the church address. 

3) Share your offering when the plate is passed during the service.  
 

www.christlutheranroanoke.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving Today 11am:  

Acolytes: Denman & Landon Blanchard, Advent Wreath: Blanchard family 

Greeters: Jean Weber, Becky Smith, Usher: Sue Vail,  

Communion Assists: Betty Mory, Jean Weber, Reader: Betty Mory,                                   

Flower Delivery: Mark Shelton, Communique: Thursday January 23 @ 9am,                           

Sue Berry, Helen Kleven, Alice Spoerl and Buck Buchanan.  
 

The Altar Flowers: Given in memory of Greg Freeman’s birthday by the Freeman family. 

Please sign up on the Flower Chart located opposite the Preschool office door or email Fiona in 

the church office. All Altar Flowers given in donations ($65.00) from the members and guests 

of Christ Lutheran Church. 
 

Children’s Bulletins: Activity bulletins based on today’s readings are found as you enter the 

Narthex when picking up service bulletin and communion, emails sent out each week with the 

Children's bulletin attached. 
 

Parlor for Parents & Infants/Preschoolers: Our Parlor has been set up as space for you to 

come during 11:00am worship time if you need to bring your child out for a while during the 

service. We have child proofed the room and provided a basket with books & toys. Speakers are 

in the room so you can continue to follow the worship service. Please let the Ushers/Greeters 

know if you need assistance. 

STAFF OF CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Ministers                                                             All the People of Christ Church 

Pastor                                      The Rev. Cynthia Keyser 

Church Office Administrator                                                       Fiona Schulz 

Organist/Director of Music                                                            Nancy Delaney 

New Song Music Minister                                                                 Kim Mucha 

Director, Noah’s Landing Preschool                                                Diana Pilat 

http://www.christlutheranroanoke.org/
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Worship Kits: These are age-appropriate activity kits for use during the service that are 

available next to the main doors in the Narthex. Tan colored kits are for pre-school children and 

the brown kits are for early elementary.  

Devotionals: for the 1st Quarter 2025, January, February, and March are available in the                

Narthex. 

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2022 & Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) © 2008 

Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23932. 

Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education by the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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