Fiftihh Sunday
in Lent

Christ Lutheran Church

Drive In Worship ~ April 6, 2025 ~ 9:00am
Worshipping outside as weather permits

In the parking lot, tune your radio to 88.1 FM.
Online, find us at:_https://www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke

WELCOME

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not always
reflect you and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all people.
We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.

Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide

to welcome the wandering ones home.

In & Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.

Amen.



https://www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke

GATHERING SONG: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross

ELW #335
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

GREETING

rest

be - yond the

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert.
Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may
proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.




READING: Philippians 3:4b-14
[Paul writes:] “® If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have
more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a persecutor
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. 8 More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and |
regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ®and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 1° | want to know Christ and the power
of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, *if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. ** Beloved, | do not
consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, * | press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

GOSPEL READING: John 12:1-8

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 12th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had
raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was
one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure
nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the
fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was
about to betray him), said, ° “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii
and the money given to the poor?” ¢ (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into

it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of
my burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
SONG OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW #779 (see page 7)




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence.

The church declares your praise, O God. Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s imagination,
Paul’s transformed identity, and Mary’s faith and devotion; that our lives, too, may be
poured out in love as we trust in your promises. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The earth declares your praise, O God. Make a way for the planet’s future in the sea and
the wilderness, the mountains and plains, the tundra and wetlands. Repair habitats and
sustainable ecosystems on, above, and beneath the ground. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

The nations declare your praise, O God. Where religious differences divide, bring
together those who worship you in the name of Jesus Christ and those who call to you
with different names. Guide interreligious dialogue, that faith may unite rather than
divide communities. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The people declare your praise, O God. Restore those whose hope has been dampened
through a health diagnosis, job or home loss, divorce, or death. Bring healing to those in
need (especially). May all who weep now sing songs of joy again. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, O God. We thank you for artists who proclaim

the gospel. Inspire music, poetry, and images that proclaim the new thing you are doing.
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The communion of saints declares your praise, O God. Giving thanks for those who have
died, we trust in the one who has made them his own: Christ Jesus, our crucified and
risen Savior. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name
of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Greet those sitting next to you with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells
and springs we bless and magnify you.
You led your people Israel through the desert and provided them water from the rock.




We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, pouring
out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your salvation for all
this thirsty world. Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered
for this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of
Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.
Thanks be to God!

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood.
* In person you may come towards the pastors to receive the bread first, then wine.
* If you re online you may use any bread or cracker, wine, or juice.
*|f others are with you, you may take turns sharing the bread and wine. Eat or give the bread, saying:
“The body of Christ given for you.” Drink or give the wine, saying: “The blood of Christ shed for you.”
*You may trace the sign of the cross on the forehead of children who do not yet commune and speak these
or similar words to them: “The Lord bless you and keep you today and always.”

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set
tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the
world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, -+ bless you
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG: Precious Lord, Take My Hand (see page 8)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. Thanks be to God.

Offering: Thank you for continuing to give of your

oy ~ finances to support Christ Lutheran Church and our
3 - community ministries.

o Consider using one of these options for consistent giving:

1) QR Code (secure.myvanco.com), takes you to the General Fund to

donate. This option is helpful to create automatic recurring donations.
2) You can put your check in the US postal service to the church address.
3) Place offering in the basket as you enter for worship.

www.christlutheranroanoke.org

Serving Today
Greeters: Bob McAdam, Leah Savelyev, Fiona Schulz, Reader: Sue Huntington
Technical Support: Josh Skole, Musicians: Nancy Delaney, Rev Dave Delaney

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission,
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23932. Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division
of Christian Education by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
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Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light:
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall:
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WORDS: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1932 PRECIOUS LORD
MUSIC: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1932 Irr.

© 1938 Hill & Range Songs, renewed Unichappell Music, Inc.




