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PASTOR CINDY’S NOTE   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:9-10) 
 

 Your (or thy) kingdom come, your will be done… Because we pray these words each Sunday, 
it could be easy to forget just how powerful a request Jesus calls us to make to God. On February 1, 
we will be reminded that in God’s kingdom the “blessed” are not the ones we would expect, not the 
ones the kingdom of the world lifts up. “Blessed are the poor in spirit… those who mourn… the 
meek… those who hunger and thirst for righteousness… the merciful… the pure in heart… the peace-
makers… Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the                  
kingdom of heaven.” Throughout Matthew’s gospel (which will we read from most Sundays this 
year), Jesus reminds us that “The kingdom of heaven has come near.”  
 On the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday (February 15 this year) we hear the story about        
Jesus “transfigured… his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light” before three 
of his disciples. “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased,” came a voice from God, 
“listen to him!” Listen to him! These are not words meant only for a few disciples in ancient Israel, 
but for all Jesus’ followers of every time and place. Listen, follow, live as Christ. Live into the                     
Kingdom for which we pray, the kingdom which has come near in Jesus. 
 We’ll move quickly from Transfiguration Sunday to Ash Wednesday (February 18 this year). 
When we gather for worship, we will hear again this call to live into that life: “As disciples of Jesus, 
we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love 
of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and                             
repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of 
word and sacrament.” This discipline combines introspection with outward acts of justice and love. 
The season of Lent is indeed a time to remember that each of our loving relationships with God                    
necessarily lead to loving relationships with others and all God’s creation. Are we willing to be 
Christ’s body in a world in which peace and justice feel so elusive? 
 For many of us, the Kingdom of heaven that Christ proclaims seems far from near. Are we 
willing to respond to our own prayer “…thy kingdom come, on earth as in heaven”? Please know that 
I am grateful to “listen to him” with you – to consider and to seek to live into the Kingdom of heaven 
with you! I give thanks for our partnership in ministry in these tumultuous times. Please do not                  
hesitate to reach out to me with your fears, your concerns, your ideas and hopes and dreams.                             
If I haven’t already, I look forward to time with you at “Cookies and Conversation!” 
 

In Peace and Hope,  
Pastor Cindy 

 

Issue: 658 February  

2026 

9am Casual                 

Worship 
We are inside for the colder 

months. A projector screen is 
up in the fellowship hall live streaming on FB & 

later on our website. 

CHRIST’S  

COMMUNIQUE 

11am Traditional 
 

Traditional Worship in the                       
Sanctuary.   

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4BA9A92FA4FD0-61140875-christ#/
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 FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY 
 

FEB.1 
 TOGETHER@10 All Together fun,                  

learning & fellowship for all ages 
 Pastor Phyllis Diamond preaching 
 

FEB.8 
 Adult Class meeting in the chapel @ 10am                                     
 Annual Congregation Potluck luncheon 
 

FEB.15 
 TOGETHER@10 Ages: 3yrs—5th graders 

gather in the Community Room, Youth– 
MS/HS meeting in the upstairs youth 
lounge, Adults meeting in the chapel 

 Unsought– Grief support group 12 noon, 
chapel 

 3pm Confirmation, 4pm Youth– Pinball & 
Starcade 

 

FEB.22 
 Adult Class meeting in the chapel @ 10am                                     
 Cookies & Conversation 12:15pm, parlor 
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PASTOR CINDY  
Last fall, the Christ Lutheran Church Council voted for our congregation to become a member of the 
Roanoke Justice Project, a faith-based community organizing ministry. RJP is part of the Direct                 
Action and Research Training (DART) network which provides training and many resources for local 
organizations. (Check out thedartcenter.org for more information.) Pastor Cindy will be attending a 
DART Clergy Training Conference in Orlando January 27-29 along with six other pastors from         
Roanoke and many more from other organizations. Following the conference she will be spending a 
few days with family in Florida. 
 

Pastor Phyllis Diamond will be on call for Pastoral Emergencies from January 26-February 1.                    
Cell#(540-589-6988), Email: lisdiam@gmail.com 
 

She will also lead worship and preach on Sunday, February 1.  
 

Thanks, Pastor Phyllis for sharing your gifts! 

SEASON OF LENT 
Season of Lent 2026 

Walking Wet: Living Our Baptismal Promises in Daily Life 
 

“God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the                        
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to 
new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world” (Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, p. 227). These are the sacred promise God makes in the sacrament of baptism. 

The five baptismal promises, which are (imperfectly) made whenever someone is baptized, 
provide guidance as we live as a child of God in the world.  These promises are meant to drench us 
daily in God’s love and grace - promises for each day, not merely meant as a one-time deal at our 
baptism. 
 *to live among God’s faithful people, 

*to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
*to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
*to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
*and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

 

 Each Wednesday (February 25 – March 25) you are invited to gather for Soup Supper at 6pm, 
Evening Prayer at 7pm, and Bible Study at 7:30pm. (The same Bible Study will also meet on 
Wednesdays at 10am in the parlor.) Each week we will focus on one of those promises – engaging 
scripture and learning from one another about how we can best live out our baptism. Each week you 
will also be provided with a “watchword” and image to guide your devotion and prayer life.  
 

February 25 – Live Among God’s Faithful People, *Passage – John 13:31-35,  
*Watchword – Community 
March 4 – Hear the Word of God and Share in the Lord’s Supper, *Passage – Matthew 14:13-21, 
*Watchword – Sacrament 
March 11 – Proclaim the Good News of God in Christ through Word and Deed,  
*Passage – Luke 18:35-43, *Watchword – Story 
March 18 – Serve All People, Following the Example of Jesus, *Passage – Mark 10:35-45, 
*Watchword – Compassion 
March 25 – Strive for Justice and Peace in All the Earth, *Passage – Jonah 3:10-4:11,                      
*Watchword – Witness 
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NOAH’S LANDING PRESCHOOL 
 

Welcome back Noah’s Landing Preschool to 2026! 
There are lots of events happening in our preschool this New Year. 
 

WINTER WEATHER POLICY– Noah’s follows Roanoke Cities guidelines 

for all closures. If they are on a 2-hour delay, we will open at 10:00 and will 

not have early drop available. If they are closed, we are closed.  
 

ADVISORY BOARD- We have welcomed 2 new members to our advisory board since the start of 

the school year: Joan and Sara. Joan is a member of Christ Lutheran Church as well as one of our 

past teachers. She still substitutes for us as needed. Sara is a parent in our 3-yr old class and is also a 

member of Christ Lutheran.  
 

FALL REGISTRATION- It is that time of year again! Registration for the 2026-2027 preschool 

year will begin on Tuesday, January 20th for current families of Noah’s Landing and members of 

Christ Lutheran Church. Pick up a registration form in the Directors office, next to Fiona’s.                            

Registration forms will be sent home in your child’s folders. After a 2 week advance registration                     

period, registration will then be open to the public starting on Monday, February 2nd.   

Stephanie  

Director of Noah’s Landing Preschool 

 
 

TOGETHER@10  
 

1st Sunday of the Month 
INTERGENERATIONAL 

GATHERING   
Meets in the fellowship hall. 

 

3rd Sunday of the Month 
Sunday School for all ages 

Ages: 3yrs—5th graders gather in the Community 
Room, Youth– MS/HS meeting in the upstairs 

youth lounge, Adults meeting in the chapel. 

 FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
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ON GOING MINISTRIES AT CLC 
MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Mondays at 10:30am meet in 
the fellowship hall. All are welcome to join this group as we study the next 
Sunday’s bible passages.  
 

CHOIR REHEARSAL: Choir rehearsals Wednesdays at 7:30pm in the 
choir room. New singers are welcome to join, contact Nancy.  
 

HANDY FOLK GROUP: Join the women & men that make up this wonderful group 
of people who take care of our church building. Friday Feb. 6, 8am they will meet at 
Famous Anthony’s at Oak Grove Mall for breakfast then do some maintenance work 
on the church property. Contact George if you have questions. 
 
 

SOCIAL CLUB: This group has been a part of Christ Lutheran Church for 
more than 30 years. Twice a month (September-June), adults with emotional 
and mental challenges are picked up in the church van from area homes for 
adults, brought to the church or another designated place, and served a meal. 
Volunteers also assist the participants with an activity, Bingo is always an enjoyable game after              
dinner. Social Club meets on Thursday nights Feb. 5, and Feb 19, 5pm at Christ Lutheran.        
If you would like to help serve meals or drive the bus to pick up our members, please let Wanda & 
Greg or Jeannine & Al know if you are able to volunteer. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY TEAM: This group meets on Thursday Feb. 5, in the 
parlor at 1pm. Anyone is welcome to join this group to hear 
more about social ministry and get involved.  
 

CHURCH COUNCIL: Meets Tuesday Feb. 10, at 7pm.                     
Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month in the fellowship 

hall. Please let Chip know if you are unable to attend this meeting. 
 

GREEN TEAM: Meets Wednesday Feb. 11, in the  parlor at 1pm. Our mis-
sion:  "As good stewards of the earth, it is our mission to educate, act and ad-
vocate for a future where our children and grandchildren can live and 
thrive."  A thought from the Green Team for February: Think about Frozen 
Food-  Just like everything else, freezing is sometimes eco-friendly 
and sometimes not. To keep your frozen food carbon footprint 

down reject overly processed and frozen meals, especially meat. If you have any questions 
about the “Green Team,” contact Gudrun.  
 

UNSOUGHT: Grief support group, Sunday Feb. 15, @ noon in the chapel.                    
Questions contact Gudrun.  
 

RAM LUNCHES: this faithful group continues to make lunches for 
RAM House. This month Friday Feb. 27, 8:30am. We are using 
Sign-up Genius for all our volunteer needs, from bread loaves to                    

delivering lunches to RAM House. If you would like to be part of this ministry use this 
QR Code, or link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4BA9A92FA4FD0-
59091922-ram 
You are welcome to pick one item or more on the app. Contact Pastor Cindy or Fiona if you have any 
questions or need help, 540-982-8334. February’s coordinator is Susan. 

 

YARN N PRAYER: This group of Knitters and Crocheters will meet Friday Feb. 
27, 11am at Canvas & Coffee Art Cafe. (1731 Grandin Road SW Suite 101 
Roanoke 24015) Contact Rita or Sheila if you have questions.                                                 
Current projects are baptismal shawls, blankets to cover laps & shawls. 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4BA9A92FA4FD0-59091922-ram
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4BA9A92FA4FD0-59091922-ram
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ON GOING MINISTRIES AT CLC 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES:  
We will have 2026 offering envelopes available for pick up through January 
for 2026. If you DO NOT want envelopes please email:                         
Diana- financialsecretary@christlutheranroanoke.org 
 
 

Contributions for 2025 calendar year have been emailed out to the emails on file, those that                             
preferred post mail will be posted to addresses on file as well. If you have any                   
questions regarding your contributions please contact: 
Diana- financialsecretary@christlutheranroanoke.org 
 
QR Code: secure.myvanco.com Takes you to the General Fund to donate.                
This option is helpful to create automatic recurring donations for ease and                        
flexibility. Our Website: christlutheranroaoke.org 

COOKIES & CONVERSATION 

How is God calling you to serve God and others through the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church? What are your hopes and dreams for our congregation? How can we best use the many                  
resources with which God has blessed us to share the love of Christ in 2026 and beyond? 

 

 I would love the opportunity to talk with you about these questions and more! In January and 
February I invite you to join me and a few other CLC members to get to know one another better and 
to consider how God is calling our congregation to share the gospel now and in the future. 
 

 You can sign up for one of the following times by sending me an email 
(pastorcindy@christlutheranroanoke.org), calling the church office, or with this QR code and or link 
Christ Lutheran Church: Christ Lutheran Cookies & Conversation  
 
Tuesday, February 3 ~ 7:00-8:30pm, Wednesday, February 4 ~ 11:30am-1:00pm 
Wednesday, February 11 ~ 6:00-7:30pm, Thursday, February 19 ~ 1:00-2:30pm 
Sunday, February 22 ~ 12:15-1:45 

FAMILY PROMISE 2026 SCHEDULE                      
VOLUNTEER NEEDS 

We now have the 2026 schedule for our church to host the 
families from Family Promise at the Alexa House. Please 
mark your calendars for: 

February 1-2; May 3-4; July 19-20; and October 18-19.   
Please see the Sign-up Genius to help as you can with meal preparation, dinner 
servers, overnight hosts, or breakfast item providers for our next hosting on               
Sunday, February 1 and Monday, February 2. 
If you have any questions or cannot access the Sign-up Genius, contact Tom.   

And thank you for showing God’s love to our unhoused community.  

Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F44A5AA23A7F85-61454490-family 

mailto:pastorcindy@christlutheranroanoke.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4BA9A92FA4FD0-61140875-christ?useFullSite=true#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F44A5AA23A7F85-61454490-family
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE 
 

READINGS FEBRUARY 
 

 
February 1– 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8, Ps 15, 1 Cor 1:10-18, Matt 4:12-23 
 

February 8– 5th Sunday after Epiphany 
Isa 58:1-12, Ps 112:1-10, 1 Cor 201-16,                             
Matt 5:13-20 
 

February 15– Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Exod 24:12-18, Ps 2 or 99, 2 Peter 1:16-21, 
Matt 17:1-9 
 

February 22– 1st Sunday in Lent: 
Gen 2:15-17, 3:1-7, Ps 32, Rom 5:12-19,                           
Matt 4:1-11 

 

PRAYERS FOR: 01.18- Ruthie, Dave, Andrea, People of Greenland, People of MN, 
Sue. 01.11- Ruth, People of Venezuela, Shelley, Teresa, Tom, Michael. 
01.04- Smith family, Sandra, Brandy & Chris, Baby Jack, Jean (Carolyn’ s sister), 
Kenneth (stage 3 esophageal cancer), Ron. 12.28- Jared, David, Spencer family, 
Margaret, Betsy. 

 
Families of: 12.28- Lyda, 01.04- Ellen (Joyce’s daughter), J.B., 01.11- Susie. Renee, Ernestine. 
 
 

PRAYERS & ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS! 

 
1st– Carol, Laural, Brynn, Claire 
2nd– Misha, Ashleigh 
3rd– Jo 
4th– Barak 
5th– Cathye 
7th– Chad, Aleks 
8th– Alex  
10th– Betsy, Isaiah  
11th– Mary Catherine 
13th– Landon  
14th– Charles 
15th– Julie, Chris 
16th– Alex   
Mary Beth 
18th– Tripp, Melissa 
19th– Kyle  
20th– Rindy 
22nd– Tim, Carly 
24th– Micah 
28th– Linda 

 
NEWSLETTER             

 

Thursday, January 22 at 9am 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Any articles for the January 2026                       
newsletter need to be received                                   

by Dec. 11.  
Many Thanks. 
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Update of Jerry Higgenbotham                     

Scholarship Fund 
 

Since 2021 Christ Lutheran has awarded church 
members who are attending a university or trade 
school monies from the Jerry Higgenbotham                 
Scholarship Fund. Seventeen church members have 

benefited from this support with scholarship awards totaling $36,300. 
 

Anya, a senior at Elon University, said in a thank you note, I’m incredibly grateful, not only for the 
financial support, but for the encouragement this scholarship represents as I continue my                   
academic and professional journey. As a student studying international and global studies and 
public policy, I am passionate about creating thoughtful policies, both locally and globally, to 
make meaningful change. This scholarship eases my financial burden to allow me to do so.                  
 

Thank you again for believing in me and investing in my education. Your support means so much 
to me.” 
On February 20, the application process for 2026 will be open for applications.  
Deadline for all applications received is March 20 2026. 
We look forward to accepting new and returning applications! 
 
Scholarship Committee Chair,  
Julie  

 

 

SOCIAL             
MINISTRY 

TEAM 

 
 
 

The Social Ministry Team continues their goal to 
assist various agencies on a rotating basis.      
For February, we will hold a food collection for 
the Lucy Addison Middle School food pantry:    
Cereal, Mandarin oranges (cans or cups), Spices 
or condiments (sugar, salt, pepper, hot sauce, 
etc) Rice, Non-chicken flavored ramen (they 
have chicken currently but no beef, shrimp, etc),                     
Vienna sausages. 
 

Please look for a collection box in the narthex, 
your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

 

Social Ministry Team 

 

Thank you to all the Kroger customers that have linked up their account to Christ                  
Lutheran Roanoke’s Community Rewards program.  We have 9 households that have 
joined the program. Kroger just sent us a donation check for $40.49! 
 

Thanks for contributing to our congregation. 

SOCIAL MINISTRY TEAM 

CARE PORTAL 

Kim Tuluo 

Saturday Feb. 28, 10-12pm 

If you are interested in helping foster                 
children and their families, please contact: 

Jeannine 
 

It is a minimal commitment, no monthly                   
meetings! Join us this month for a training             

session with Care Portal.   
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FEBRUARY 2026 FINANCIAL REPORT:  
 
Thanks to your financial support to Christ Lutheran the year 2025 ended on a very positive note.                        
In fact, we were “$44,644 in the black”!  The expenses we budgeted for the year were exceeded 
by roughly 4.5%; whereas income exceeded the budget by about 14%. What a blessing that was.                           
As well, the many volunteer hours given to the church also help defray costs.                                                          
Below, are the figures for December with year-end totals.   

 

 
 

The investment account has a balance of $1,993,543 as of December 31st. This money has some 
funds that are restricted, such as for scholarships, stained glass windows or music. Other funds have 
no restrictions. These have typically been used for unforeseen building repairs. 

The audit is the next project up for the Finance Committee. If you are interested in helping with this 
please contact Jim. You can email to:  financechair@christlutheranroanoke.org. 
 
Once again, we thank all for your continued support of Christ Lutheran Church. 

Jim, Finance Committee Chair 

Month Monthly Income Monthly Ex-
penses 

YTD Budgeted YTD Received YTD Spent 

December $72,725 $46,691 $480,836 $547,189 $502,545 

STAY TUNED FOR  MARCH / APRIL  

mailto:financechair@christlutheranroanoke.org
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Christ Communique 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2011 Brandon Avenue, SW 
Roanoke, Virginia  24015 

Non-Profit 
Organization 

U.S. 
Postage 
P A I D 
Roanoke, 
Virginia 

Permit #444 Good news especially for: 

EACH WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN 
 

• 9am Sunday Casual Worship & Facebook                    
live streaming 

 

• 11am Sunday Traditional Worship 
 

• Adult Bible Study Mondays at 10:30am  
 

• Book study Wednesdays at 10am  
 
 
 
 

FOLLOW US       
 

 
 
 
 
CHRISTLUTHERANROANOKE 

 

www.christlutheranroanoke.org 
Newsletter can be found on our website.  

 

 

STAFF OF CHRIST LUTHERAN 
 

Pastor: Rev. Cynthia Keyser 
(O) 540-982-8334, ext#2 (C) 540-524-8430.                                                                     
pastorcindy@christlutheranroanoke.org  
 

Church Office Administrator: Fiona Schulz                          
(O) 540-982-8334, ext#1                                                            
secretary@christlutheranroanoke.org 
 

Organist/Director of Music: Nancy Delaney                                 
(H) 540-597-3189. 
 

New Song Music: Kim Mucha                                                
(C) 540-529-5456 
 

Director of Noah’s Landing Preschool: 
Stephanie Zewatsky 
(O) 540-982-2254, noahslandingpreschool.org 
 

Treasurer: Linda Worman                                                                                  
(O) 540-982-8334 , ext#3  
treasurer@christlutheranroanoke.org 
 

Financial Secretary: Diana Pilat 
(O) 540-982-8334, ext#3                                                                      
financialsecretary@christlutheranroanoke.org 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke/
mailto:pastordavid@christlutheranroanoke.org

