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GATHERING 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

PRELUDE   

Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs                                Friedrich Hark 
 

Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures        

forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. Kneel as you are able. 
 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are                

forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 
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HYMN ELW #847                           Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs 
All turn to face the processional cross during the hymn. 

 
 

 

GREETING 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. For the peace from 

above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. For this 

holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, 

gracious Lord. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                    Glory to God in the Highest 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 

we give you thank, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
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take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 

the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 

Father. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 

sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of 

obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Sit 

WORD 

FIRST READING 

Jeremiah 15:15-21                                                         Pew Bible Page 626 

After reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 26:1-8 
The refrain is sung by ALL at the beginning and where indicated (R). Fine print verses sung by 

cantor; bold print sung by ALL.    

 

R  

 

 

 

  

 

    1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived | with integrity; 

  I have trusted in the Lord and | have not faltered. 

 2 Test me, O | Lord, and try me; 

  examine my heart | and my mind. 

 3 For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 
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  I have walked faithful- | ly with you. 

 4 I have not sat | with the worthless, 

  nor do I consort with | the deceitful. R 

 5 I have hated the company of | evildoers; 

  I will not sit down | with the wicked. 

 6 I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O Lord, 

  that I may go in procession | round your altar, 

 7 singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 

  and recounting all your won- | derful deeds. 

 8 Lord, I love the house in | which you dwell 

  and the place where your glo- | ry abides. R 

 

R 
 

 
 

SECOND READING 

Romans 12:9-21                                                             Pew Bible Page 922 

After reading: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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Before reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL READING  

Matthew 16:21-28                                                         Pew Bible Page 798 

After reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

SERMON                                
Silence for meditation                                                                                   
 

Stand 
 

HYMN #798                                                    Will You Come and Follow Me  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was   

        conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered  

        under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he  

        descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he  

        ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

        and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the                                      

        communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection  

        of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                                                       

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those 

in need, and all of God’s creation.                                                                                    
Silence is kept for reflection. Please kneel as you are able. 

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in 

the love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our 

cross and follow you in faith. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the 

earth may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, 

storms, and other disasters (especially). Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one 

another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and 

all who work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have 

safe access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all 

who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in 

faith and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other 

meetings toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and 

guide the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life 

to come. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 

ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say “peace be with 

you” or similar words. 
 

Sit 
MEAL 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING                                     

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether                                             David Lasky                             

Stand 
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OFFERTORY                                

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of your salvation and uphold                                            

me with your free Spirit. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste 

your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                                                                    

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the                                                     

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.                                                  

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The kingdom of heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!  

Thanks be to God!  
 

Sit 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.                                      

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.                                    

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood.  

*Beginning from the front pews, you are invited to come forward using the center aisle. Return 

to your seat using the side aisle.                   

*As you turn onto the side aisle, please leave your cup in the silver tray. 

*Let the pastor or communion assistant know you would prefer grape juice and/or gluten free 

bread. 

*Please let the ushers know if you would like communion brought to you in the pew. 

*If you prefer, you may use an individual cup-set in your pew, opening the bread section first, 

then the juice! 

*Children who do not yet commune may come forward to receive a blessing. 
 

Sit 
 

COMMUNION HYMN #470           Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether 
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Stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev'ryone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ's holy name. 

Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                                                            

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this 

holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

 



12 
 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                          

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. Amen. 
 

HYMN # 660                               Lift High the Cross                                                 
All turn to face the processional cross during the hymn.   

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news! Thanks be to God.   
 

POSTLUDE 

Fugue on the Eighth Tone                                                 Johann Pachelbel                                            
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Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2022 & Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) © 2008 

Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23932. 

Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education by the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

Offering: Thank you for continuing to give of your 

finances to support Christ Lutheran Church and 

our community ministries.  

Giving options are: 

1) QR Code (secure.myvanco.com), takes you to the General Fund to 

donate. This option is helpful to create automatic recurring donations. 

2) You can put your check in the US postal service to the church address. 

3) Share your offering when the plate is passed during the service.  

www.christlutheranroanoke.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving Today: 

Greeter: Linda Akers, Ushers: Brian & Sherry Ricci 

Communion Assist: Jean Weber, Emily Pack, Reader: Olivia Davis, 

Flower Delivery: Jean Weber 

Communique: Thursday 9am September 24, Sue Berry, Martha Neil, Buck 

Buchanan, and Donna Buchanan, Linda Akers, Steb Lindsey 

 

STAFF OF CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Ministers  All the People of Christ Lutheran Church 

 Pastor                                     The Rev. Cynthia Keyser 

                  Church Office Administrator                    Fiona Schulz 

                  Organist/Director of Music                         Nancy Delaney 

                  New Song Music Minister                              Kim Mucha 

                  Treasurer                                                     Linda Worman 

                  Financial Secretary                                         Diana Pilat 

                  Director, Noah’s Landing Preschool     Stephanie Zewatsky 

  

 

 

http://www.christlutheranroanoke.org/
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The Altar Flowers: Given in honor of Greg & Wanda Hoge’s wedding 

anniversary. 

Please sign up on the Flower Chart located opposite Fiona’s office or 

phone, email Fiona in the church office. All Altar Flowers given in 

donations ($65.00) from the members and guests of Christ Lutheran 

Church. 
 

Children’s Bulletins: Activity bulletins based on today’s readings are 

found as you enter the Narthex when picking up service bulletin and 

communion, emails sent out each week with children’s bulletin attached. 
 

Worship Kits: These are age-appropriate activity kits for use during the 

service that are available next to the main doors in the Narthex. Tan 

colored kits are for pre-school children, and brown kits are for early 

elementary. 
 

Devotionals: for the 3rd Quarter 2026 July, August, and September are 

available in the Narthex. 

 


