15th Sunday After
Pentecost

Christ Lutheran Church

2011 Brandon Ave SW, Roanoke, VA 24015 (540)982-8334
www.christlutheranroanoke.org www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke

Drive In Worship ~ September 6, 2026 ~
9:00am

Worshipping outside as weather permits

In the parking lot, tune your radio to 88.1 FM.
Online, find us at:_https://www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call
to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and
reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way
of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through = Jesus Christ, in whom there is

no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal

life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



http://www.christlutheranroanoke.org/
http://www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke
https://www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke

GATHERING SONG: How Firm a Foundation ELW #796
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,

3 “When through fi - ’ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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18 laid for your faith imm Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, € - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can  he say than to you he has
rn strength - en  you, help you, and cause you to
The  flames shall not  hurt you; | on - ly de -
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a -

-
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?

up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”

like lambs  they shall still m my bo - som be borne”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful and lead us
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 3 If I say to the wicked,

“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at
your hand. ? But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

1"Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how
then can we live?” ! Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn
back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:15-20
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] !° “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out
the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that
one. ' But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. !’ If that person
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to
the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. '8 Truly I tell you,
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven. ' Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. *° For where two or
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON




SONG OF THE DAY: Blest Be the Tie That Binds ELW #656
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be the tie that binds our in Chris-tian love;
fore our Fa - ther’s throne we our ar - dent prayers;
share our mu - tual woes, our tual  bur - dens bear,
sor - row, toil, and pain, and i we shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind s like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.

Text: John Fawcett, 1740—1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God

hears us.
A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you
give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect
grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out
after disaster (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish
gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken
relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. (We pray
especially for . . .) Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and
grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our
imperfections. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness
of your salvation for all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.




Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Greet those sitting next to you with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise. When sin
had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This

cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy
the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one
bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with
the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
Thanks be to God!




All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood.
* In person you may come towards the pastors to receive the bread first, then wine.
* If you're online you may use any bread or cracker, wine, or juice.
*If others are with you, you may take turns sharing the bread and wine. Eat or give the bread,
saying: “The body of Christ given for you.” Drink or give the wine, saying: “The blood of Christ
shed for you.”
*You may trace the sign of the cross on the forehead of children who do not yet commune and
speak these or similar words to them: “The Lord bless you and keep you today and always.”

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

The God of grace, hope, and love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of
Christ Jesus.

Amen.




SENDING SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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I Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there 1is no

2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, thine own dear
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shad-ow of turn-ing with  thee; thou chang-est not, thy com -
stars in their cours-es a - bove join  with all na - ture in
pres-ence to  cheer and to guide; strength for  to - day and bright
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man - i - fold wit-ness to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!

Refrain
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Greatis thy faith-ful-ness! Great 1s thy  faith-ful-ness! Morn-ing by
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morn-ing new  mer-cies | ; all have need - ed thy
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great 1s thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un- to

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carel Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission,
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23932. Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division
of Christian Education by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

7




ol o Offering: Thank you for continuing to give of your

o

| finances to support Christ Lutheran Church and our
. community ministries.

Consider using one of these options for consistent giving:

1) OR Code (secure.myvanco.com), takes you to the General Fund to
donate. This option is helpful to create automatic recurring donations.

2) You can put your check in the US postal service to the church address.

3) Place offering in the basket as you enter for worship.

www.christlutheranroanoke.org

Serving Today

Greeters: Julie and Bruce Swanson, Fiona Schulz
Reader: Julie Swanson

Communion Assistant: Bruce Swanson
Technical Support: Sean Rider

Musicians: Nancy Delaney, Rev Dave Delaney

STAFF OF CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Ministers All the People of Christ Lutheran Church
Pastor The Rev. Cynthia Keyser
Church Office Administrator Fiona Schulz
Organist/Director of Music Nancy Delaney
New Song Music Minister Kim Mucha
Treasurer Linda Worman
Financial Secretary Diana Pilat
Director, Noah’s Landing Preschool  Stephanie Zewatsky
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